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 Several years ago, this agency began honoring the memory of Helen Keller 
and the achievements of the Vision Resources of Central Pennsylva-
nia organization, during June, culminating on Helen’s birthday June 
27th. For many, Ms. Keller has served as a teacher, mentor, and 
inspiration in life. Her life and indomitable spirit should always 
be a cause for celebration, never to be forgotten.
 Helen was born with the ability to see and hear, however,
when she was approximately one and a half years old she
became very ill and lost both her sight and hearing. When 
Helen Keller was six her mother sought help and was  
referred to Alexander Graham Bell, who then referred them 
to the Perkins Institute for the Blind. There Helen met Anne 
Sullivan, who became Helen's instructor, governess and 
eventually her companion. Helen Keller was able to attend 
school because of Anne Sullivan's kind assistance and in 
1904 she became the first deaf and blind person to graduate 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree, when she attended Radcliffe.
 Helen learned how to communicate with finger-spelling,  
typing, speech, Braille and touch-lip reading. She was the first per-
son who was deaf and blind to write a book called, The Story of My Life. 
Ms. Keller also became a founding member of the Massachusetts Commission 
for the Blind. This was the first agency to provide services to the blind.
 In the 1940s and 50s Helen traveled to 39 countries to encourage the estab-
lishment of schools for the blind and deaf. Late in life, Helen Keller was awarded 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1964 by John F. Kennedy for her work on 
behalf of those with disabilities.
 The work and mission of Vision Resources is to facilitate independence,  
enrich the quality of life and empower individuals who are blind or visually impaired. 
It is inspired by Ms. Keller’s life of triumph and sacrifice. Vision Resources asks that 
you will please consider a contribution to this not-for-profit agency in memory of 
Helen Keller as her June 27th birthday approaches. Your gift will help to ensure the 
future of programs and services she has inspired. Make an online gift securely at 
www.vrocp.org, call 717-238-2531,Monday-Friday during business hours, or mail 
a contribution to: VROCP, 1130 S 19th Street, Harrisburg, PA 17104.
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20/20 VisioN
EndowmenT
Fund

 Vision Resources will reach a milestone, 100 years of service in March 2021.
Quite a remarkable achievement that the organization is proud to celebrate. However,
as the population enjoys greater longevity, the organization understands the agency
will face an increase in the number of individuals with impaired vision.
 To meet increased financial needs the organization is taking steps to sustain the 
next 100 years with the 20/20 Vision Endowment Fund. All contributions to the endowment 
will, with time, become a reliable and predictable source of income to support the organi-
zation’s mission. To make your legacy gift please contact Paul Zavinsky, 717-238-2531.



 Vision Bowl has been set to take place Tuesday, July 16 from 6:00 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m. at the ABC lanes on Eisenhower Blvd., Harrisburg. This is an  
exceptionally fun, low vision awareness event that will test your bowling skills 
like never before.
 Vision Resources is accepting teams to sign up for the three-game com-
petition, $200 per team, and the agency welcomes sponsors to the event at the 
$500, $1,000, and $2,000 levels. Each $500 sponsorship level includes a team 
of four to compete; the $1,000 and $2,000 sponsorships are allowed 2 teams to 
compete.
   However, all participants should be prepared to learn what it is like to 
experience bowling with a visual impairment. After enjoying some comra-
derie warming up in the first two games, the third and final game is for the 
trophies and bragging rights. During this game all bowlers are required to 
perform while wearing glasses that have lenses to simulate the effects of 
the four major eye diseases. The third game can be surprisingly challeng-
ing, but it is all in fun and support of Vision Resources.
 To learn more about participating please contact Cheryl Cuddy, 717-
238-2531.

VROCP
Board of Directors

Vision Resources welcomes 
new members to its Board and 
congratulates its new officers.

OFFICERS
James Kroh, Chair

Michael Jaeger, 1st Vice Chair
John Mallonee, 2nd Vice Chair

Diane Barber, Treasurer
Mark Totaro, MBA, Ph.D., Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Listed Alphabetically

Ken Albert | Gregory Anoia, O.D.
Anne Bednar | Geoffrey Brent, M.D.

Terry Davis | Kalpana (Mary) Doppalapudi
Helen Gemmill, Esq. | Damien Golden
Megan O’Leary | Christine Pavlakovich

Jay Snyder | Theresa Wix, Esq.

BICYCLE FUN…FOR TWO
 Vision Resources is fortunate enough to receive many donations to support 
the agency mission. Most often the contributions are monetary, or sometimes a 
gift of stock certificates. The organization has received equipment that low vision  
clients can use, grocery gift cards, items that can be used for auctions in fundraising 
events. Vision Resources has even received car donations and another organiza-
tion will pick up the vehicle, sell it and send a portion of the proceeds to VROCP.
 Recently the agency received a Schwinn bicycle built for two as a donation, with 
the hope that it might be sold or auctioned to raise money for Vision Resources.  
From the 1950s to the 1980s, Schwinn produced a series of lightweight tandem  
bicycles known as the Schwinn Twinn. They came in three different models: the 
single speed Twinn, a two speed semi-automatic, and the five speed Deluxe Twinn. 
The model Vision Resources has (pictured) is the single speed Twinn.
 Everything is original and in very good shape for your summer of fun. If you are 
interested in the Schwinn and supporting VROCP, please contact Cheryl Cuddy at 
717-238-2531. The organization is accepting bids starting at $250.00, first come-
first served.

V I S I O N  B O W L  2 0 1 9
      The 2019 challenge is out!



ACCESS TECHNOLOGY 
Londa Peterson, Access Technology Specialist 
for Vision Resources, presented a session at the  
Penn-Del Association for Education and Rehab 
of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER) conference 
on April 25.  She spoke to vision field professionals 
from PA, DE, NY and NJ comparing 
BeMyEyes to AIRA, 2 methods/products 
providing “eyes on demand”.

Penn State Public
Health Sciences

Volunteers from Penn State Public 
Health Sciences, left to right, Aimee  
Merchlinski, Rose Baron, and Aditi  
Sharma, did a fantastic job painting  
the lobby restrooms at VROCP. Their ef-
fort was very much needed and  

      appreciated.

WISH LIST ITEM DONATED
Shredding old documents was  
always a slow and tedious task  
until recently when a generous 
VROCP donor answered the  
agency Wish-List and helped with 
the purchase of a professional 
grade shredder.
 Pictured is what would have 
taken a week with the old equip-
ment, but was rather handily shredded by Executive Director, 
Danette Blank’s volunteer/father (in his eighties), in a few hours. 
WOW! That is efficiency.

Life Enrichment
Group Bingo Day
The much anticipated Bingo Day took 
place for the VROCP Life Enrichment 
Group. There were the usual snacks, 
refreshments and fun for all, but the 

competition also included an assortment of game-winning 
prizes: kitchen hand towels, gift cards to Giant Foods and 
Target, perfume and more. Many of the gift prizes were 
donated by the local chapter of Executive Women International.
 Bingo Day was a great time for all.

Mehaffie’s Health Expo
Director of Development and Public Rela-
tions, Paul Zavinsky, had the honor of  
representing VROCP 
at Representative  
Mehaffie’s Health 
Expo and speak 
to many attendees 
about the organiza-
tion’s programs and 
services.



Connecting all the pieces for 98 years

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
HARRISBURG PA
PERMIT NO. 626

1130 South 19th Street
Harrisburg, PA 17104-2912

Phone: 717.238.2531
www.vrocp.org

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Vision Resources is
looking for
volunteers.
Hours and
availability

are flexible. 
If you are interested

in representing
Vision Resources as one of

our treasured volunteers,
please call Cheryl Cuddy at 717-238-2531.         

VISIONS OF MONTE CARLO 2019
 If a participant were asked to use 
one word to describe the April 26, 
Visions of Monte Carlo fundraising 
event, that word would just have to 
be MORE. There was just more of 
everything this year and FUN was high 
on the list.
 The number of attendees was 
220; much MORE than last year. The 
number of silent auctions items was 
MORE than past years. The numbers 
of live auction items was MORE. 
This year provided MORE free adult 
beverages: beer and two glasses 
of wine. There was MORE value 
attributed to the door prizes handed 
out to lucky recipients. Sounds like 
MORE don’t you think?
 Now for the drum roll please…this 
year’s Visions of Monte Carlo raised 
MORE money to support the mission 
of Vision Resources than ever before. 
A big round of applause and THANKS 
to everyone that attended, to all of the  
donations for the event, to the 
event sponsors, to our friends at 
the Sheraton, and to Cheryl Cuddy, 
Director of Community Relations for 
making the night MORE successful.
 One more thing, a big surprise 
was announced during the evening 
and you will want to stay in touch with 
Vision Resources to learn MORE 
about it.  
 Vision Resources will be selling a 
limited number of raffle tickets in the 
coming months for a trip for two to 
visit the real Monte Carlo for a dream 
vacation. This is being made possible 
thanks to a partnership with AAA 
Central Penn. MORE on this to come!


