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 Vision Resources of Central Pennsylvania 
is inviting you to join the organization 
for its 21st Annual Visions of Monte 
Carlo, Friday April, 26, 2019 at the 
Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel, 
4650 Lindle Road, Harrisburg. The 
signature fundraising event is a 
celebration of friends supporting the 
agency’s mission and recognition of the 
98th anniversary for the organization. 
 The evening includes appetizers, a 
delicious seated dinner with a choice 
of three fabulous dinner entrees’, silent 
and live auctions, live big band music 
from One More Time for dancing, 
casino-style games including 
Blackjack, Texas Hold’em, Roulette, 
and more. The event registration 
begins at 5:30 p.m. and the night of 
fun ends when the gaming tables 
close down at ten o’clock, when 
many attendees will be ready to  
register for the next year’s tickets!
 Individual tickets this year are 
$75.00. There 
are also 
opportunities 
to purchase 
Corporate 
Table 
Packages 
and tax-
deductible 
Sponsorships 
for the event 
are also 
available. All ticket purchases must be placed in 
advance, there will be no sales at the door.  
 Visions of Monte Carlo is proudly sponsored 
by PA District 14-T Lions Clubs. For further inquiries 
or to place your ticket reservation please call Cheryl 
Cuddy, Director of Community Relations at  
717-238-2531 or visit www.vrocp.org.

IMPORTANCE OF EYE EXAMS
 In the United States, according to information found on the  
National Eye Institute/National Institutes of Health website, https://nei.
nih.gov/eyedata, the most common eye diseases will/or will nearly 
double, between 2010 and 2050.
• Age-related Macular Degeneration | Estimated numbers of per-

sons with AMD will increase from 2.1 to 5.4 million.
• Cataract | Estimated numbers of persons who have or have had 

Cataract will increase from 24.4 to 50 million.
• Diabetic Retinopathy  |  Estimated numbers of persons who have 

Diabetic Retinopathy will increase from 7.7 to 14.6 million.
• Glaucoma  |  Estimated numbers of persons who have Glaucoma 

will increase from 2.7 to 6.3 million.
 If you have been experiencing vision problem from one of these 
diseases, ask your doctor if you might benefit by seeing a low-vision 
specialist. If your doctor feels an evaluation is a good idea please call 
the Vision Rehab Center at Vision Resources to schedule an appoint-
ment: 717-614-4018.

VISIONS OF MONTE CARLO



VROCP
Board of Directors

Vision Resources welcomes 
new members to its Board and 
congratulates its new officers.

OFFICERS
James Kroh, Chair

Michael Jaeger, 1st Vice Chair
John Mallonee, 2nd Vice Chair

Diane Barber, Treasurer
Mark Totaro, MBA, Ph.D., Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Listed Alphabetically

Ken Albert
Gregory Anoia, O.D.

Anne Bednar
Geoffrey Brent, M.D.

Terry Davis
Kalpana (Mary) Doppalapudi 

Helen Gemmill,  Esq.
Damien Golden
Megan O’Leary

Christine Pavlakovich
Jay Snyder

Theresa Wix,  Esq.

GET OFF THE COUCH 
GROUP
 The Get Off the Couch Group would like to thank the National Associa-
tion of Insurance and Financial Advisors-Greater Harrisburg and the former 
American Council for the Blind for their donations in 2018. The generous gifts 
received allowed several of the group’s blind/visually impaired individuals to go 
to the Fulton Theater in Lancaster, to see the “Million Dollar Quartet”. The fund-
ing has also allowed the membership to make a few plans for 2019. The group 
is looking into an indoor waterpark, kayaking at Pinchot Park, and possibly an 
art session creating greeting cards as it gets closer to the holiday season.
  Thank you again for your kindness!

Pictured left to right: Gregory J. Kane, Paul Zavinsky, Rob Farabaugh at the NAIFA, Christmas 
party.

A PARENT’S TESTIMONIAL
 VROCP receives some very nice comments from time to time about its pro-
grams and services. This mom wrote following the results her son received from 
an eye screening he had at his day care.

Vision Resources – Vision Resources – 
I’m so very thankful this program exists. My son is 3, I never noticed I’m so very thankful this program exists. My son is 3, I never noticed 
anything wrong at all – but because of this test, we now know he actually anything wrong at all – but because of this test, we now know he actually 
can’t see well at all! I felt like a crappy parent for not knowing, but I am so can’t see well at all! I felt like a crappy parent for not knowing, but I am so 
thankful that it was when he was 3, and not 2 years from now when he thankful that it was when he was 3, and not 2 years from now when he 
gets tested for kindergarten. So, many thanks from a grateful mom.gets tested for kindergarten. So, many thanks from a grateful mom.

 In our last fiscal year, 2017-18, Vision Resources screened the eyes of 3,910 
young children. All tests were conducted as a free service throughout Cum-
berland, Dauphin, Franklin and Perry counties. Those children with question-
able results have a letter sent home to the parents offering a free professional 
eye exam in the VROCP Eye Clinic; and should the child needs glasses, Vision  
Resources will provide them.
 It is nice to hear from grateful parents and it is even nicer to know we can 
make a difference.

VROCP OBITUARY LINE
VROCP Reading Services has an Obituary Line that 
enables callers to dial 717.213.3648 or 1.855.861.2483 
and listen to an up-to-date listing of complete 
obituaries as published by the Patriot News. This 
service is available thanks to the many volunteers that 
record the obituaries.

BRAILLE
SERVICES

 Vision Resources has the 
personnel and equipment to 
assist with a variety of Brailling 
needs:
 	 Business cards 
  Legal documents
  Training manuals 
  Restaurant menus
 Our experienced staff can 
assist you with custom Braille 
jobs that may be single page 
or multiple pages with bind-
ing. The paper sizes available  
include 8½” x 11” and the stan-
dard Braille size11 ½” x 11”.
 To discuss your Brailling 
needs please call Londa Peter-
son, 717-238-2351.



LONDA PETERSON 
INTRODUCES AIRA
 In January, I shopped for groceries indepen-
dently for the first time in my entire life! No, I didn’t 
receive a miraculous healing for my blindness, but I 
have discovered a new service that is nothing short 
of miraculous! It’s called Aira (pronounced Ira).
 Aira calls itself the visual interpreter for the blind. 
Their belief is that the blind person’s main issue is 
not lack of vision but the lack of access to visual 
information. It uses your smart phone and possibly 
a pair of smart glasses. You install an app on your 
phone and use either your phone’s camera or the 
camera on the glasses to connect with a specially 
trained agent. The agent uses the video from your 
camera as well as a dashboard of other tools such 
as various maps and location data and much more 
to guide you. 
 Typically the blind person pays a subscrip-
tion plan that gives them a certain number of min-
utes. There are some businesses that provide free  
access to anyone visiting their location. I have been 
a subscriber for around 3 months now, and this was 
something I really wanted to try. I decided to go to 
Wegmans for my first time out because they are 
a retailer that provides free access to the service, 
which meant that I could save my minutes for other 
tasks.
 My typical experience at the grocery store is 
to get the items on my list as quickly as possible  
because someone is generously giving of their time 
to help me. But with paid Aira agents, helping me 
is their only responsibility when I called and this  
allowed me to take my time, explore the store and 
listen to my agent as he directed me through the 
aisles telling me what he saw as we were walking. 
Since Aira doesn’t replace your cane or guide dog, 
Nitro, my guide dog, was an integral part of this  
experience. 
 One of the things on an agent’s dashboard is the 
ability to take pictures. The agent could take a pic-
ture of a whole store shelf and tell me what he saw 
there. I was even able to buy a new kind of cereal 
that I didn’t know existed. He directed my hand to 
the box, and I picked it up off the shelf and put it in 
the bag I was carrying for my purchases.
 When my shopping was completed the agent 
directed me to the checkout counter and even iden-
tified my card. As he was directing me to the exit, he 
even pointed out the location of a public rest room. 
I recommend that every blind person at least try the 
service to see if it will help you. There are so many 
things it can do. Call or email me for more informa-
tion, 717-238-2531, lpeterson@vrocp.org.
 If you do decide to sign up for Aira, 
please use my referral link: https://aira.io/
plans?referral=3qVA3YQ1Cw. That will get you a 
free month, and I’ll get a credit too.

OrCam MyEye 2 for the 
Blind and Visually
Impaired
 Are you or is someone you know visually impaired or blind? 
The OrCam MyEye 2 is a life-changing device that assists the blind 
and visually impaired. Are you or a loved one having trouble see-
ing the words on a page or processing words? OrCam increases 
independence for people who are blind, visually impaired or have 
reading difficulties. 

The OrCam MyEye 2 features: 
	Read Text: Including newspapers, books, menus, signs, 

product labels and screens. 

 Facial Recognition: Real time identification of faces is 
seamlessly announced. 

 Products Identification: Enables an independent shop-
ping experience. 

 Easy-of-Use: Intuitively responds to simple hand gestures.

 Vision Resources of Central Pennsylvania can be your 
location to learn more about the OrCam MyEye 2, schedule a no 
obligation demonstration, and/or place an order with Mike Barry, 
Low Vision Aids Specialist. To contact Mike call 717-238-2531 or 
email Mike at mbarry@vrocp.org.

Pictured is Judy Gibb an outstanding VROCP employee. she has been 
a contract PennDOT employee for 35 years and is currently at a location 
managed by VROCP through a contract with UniqueSource.

PennDOT Photo ID 
Centers
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Vision Resources

is looking for volunteers.
Hours and availability are flexible. 

If you are interested in
representing Vision Resources

as one of our treasured
volunteers, please call

Cheryl Cuddy at 717-238-2531.         

 Vision Resources wanted 
you to be some of our first 
friends to learn about something 
very exciting taking place at 
Vision Resources of Central 
Pennsylvania (VROCP). In March, 
our organization will begin a two-
year awareness campaign for 
the agency and the 
increasing numbers 
of eye-related 
diseases. 
Why a 
two-year 
initiative 
at this 
time? It is 
because 
Vision 
Resources 
will celebrate 
its 100th 
anniversary in 
March 2021 and we 
hope you will join us.
 Vision Resources 
began its history as a 
community benefit organization 
in Harrisburg, PA, in March 
1921. Over the years the non-
profit grew and with it expanded 
its responsibilities to include 
Cumberland and Perry counties. 
The organization adopted the 
name, Tri-County Association for 
the Blind at that time which it used 

challenges and it is working to 
prepare itself for its Next Century 
of Service. Over the coming two 
year period Vision Resources will 
bring more public awareness to the 
expanded numbers of eye-related 
diseases, the agency’s programs 
and services, and businesses/
employment opportunities for 
individuals with disabilities. The 
agency is acutely aware that 
increased numbers of clients 
will require increases in financial 
support to meet the future 
demands. Vision Resources has 
started the 2020 Vision Endowment 
Fund to establish a reliable and 
predictable source of income 
to the organization as it moves 
forward. The endowment offers 
the chance for donors to make a 
legacy gift to VROCP and sustain 
all that the organization provides 
for years to come.
 To learn more about Vision 
Resources, its 100th anniversary 
celebration and the 2020 Vision 
Endowment Fund, please 
contact Paul Zavinsky, Director of 
Development and Public Relations 
at 717-238-2531, or via email, 
pzavinsky@vrocp.org.

until the Pennsylvania Association 
for the Blind (PAB) asked if the 
agency would also take on 
responsibilities for Franklin County. 
 Taking on Franklin County 
was a big and distant addition, 
however, Tri-County just didn’t 
seem to be adequate as the name 
now that there were four counties 

and, following a name-change 
study by Leadership 

Harrisburg, it was 
identified that about 
half of all people that 
were referred by their 
doctors to the agency 
for eye examinations 
would not make the 
visit because they 

were afraid of the word 
“blind” in the name. The 

Board of Directors and 
management team elected 

to change the name to Vision 
Resources of Central Pennsylvania 
because it dropped the word 
“blind” and more clearly described 
the organization and its mission 
to…facilitate independence, enrich 
the quality of life, and empower 
individuals who are visually 
impaired or otherwise disabled 
through prevention, employment 
and educational awareness 
programs.
 Now the agency faces new 


