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The longest running fundraising 
event for Vision Resources is, 
Visions of Monte Carlo. Once 
again this fabulous evening will 
be the event destination for the 
spring season. It will take place 
Friday, April 21, 2017 at the 
Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey. 
Registration begins at 5:30 p.m. 
and the night ends when final 
prize drawings are awarded at 
10:30 p.m.

This will be the 19th year for our signature 
event as it continues to grow in popularity. 
Festivities include:
• both a silent and live auction
• a seated dinner of your choice (3)
• a live big band featuring dance music 
• tables of casino style games for your 
 pleasure. 

There are also appetizers to enjoy, 
assorted non-alcoholic beverages, free 
beer and a cash bar.  Attending Visions 
of Monte Carlo will leave a smile on 
your face and a great feeling in your 
heart, knowing what you will help our 
organization accomplish 
this year!

Tickets are $60.00 each 
and they are available 
securely online at www.
vrocp.org, or by calling 
Cheryl Cuddy at 717-238-
2531. All proceeds help to 
support the programs and 
services of Vision Resources and a portion of 
your purchase may be used for tax purposes.

Visions     of
Monte Carlo

We hope to see you there!
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Vision Resources employs three caring individuals with a passion for assisting blind and visually  
impaired clients to remain independent, and help improve the quality of their lives. These case manag-
ers each have a portfolio of clients 
that they visit.  In-home services 
may include grocery shopping 
and bill paying. Case workers may 
assist with transportation and  
escort services for doctor visits and  
other appointments, and help  
customers to navigate public trans-
portation. The case managers 
also work together to provide life 
enrichment activities for clients 
in group meetings that provide  
opportunities for social interac-
tions and life skills educational 
information. 

If you have never met our dedicat-
ed case managers here they are:

For more information about the 
Case Management services  
Vision Resources offers please 
contact Nancy Altemose, Director 
of Services at nancy@vrocp.org, 
or please call 717-238-2531.

The week of June 26-30 is designated 
for Vision Resources’ Summer Camp   
adventureS Beyond Site, 2017. Our 
annual camp is for students who are blind 
or have low vision and are entering grades 
3-12 in the 2017-2018 school year. The 
staff will have an exciting week planned of 
activities that will expose the students to 
new and different life experiences, helping 
them gain independence and confidence.
 
This year’s day trips will include Knoebel’s 
Park, baking, bumper boats, a trolley ride, roller skating, bowling, a scavenger hunt, and more. Registra-
tion packets will be distributed in March. However, parents of new campers must contact Nancy Alte-
mose before registering:  717-238-2531  or  prevention@vrocp.org. Professionals and others who would 
also like to refer a new camper to attend or to receive more information, must contact Nancy Altemose 
as well.

JUNE 26 -30 . . .  S AV E THE DAT E S!

SumMer CampsSumMer Camps

 CASE Management

“My job is so 
rewarding.  I feel so 
good everyday that I 
work with my clients 
and assist them in 
making their lives 
better.  The best 
part is watching 
them assert their 
independence 
and do things they 
thought they couldn’t 
do.  They never cease 
to amaze me.”    

Kim RepA
Caseworker

“To reach out and 
help a person in 
need, and to watch 
them become more 
independent and self 
reliant.  That’s the 
best feeling, knowing 
I was able to make 
a difference in their 
lives.”  

LiLi eyLeR
Caseworker

“All of my clients are 
special.  To me they  
are people first, who 
just happen to have 
a vision problem.   I 
learn something from 
them every day.    I 
hope that I touch 
their lives as much as 
they do mine.”  

JAcKie HecKRote
Caseworker
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VRBUSINESS SERVICES
TILE PRODUCTION UNDERWAY

In the December newsletter we reported that VR Business  
Services was adding another business. Our organization has  
contracted to provide the production of tile for the already estab-
lished business, Inglenook Tiles, Inc.

Any opportunity for VR Business Services to 
find a new source for generating revenue is 
always important. However, there is another 
facet to this story that is equally important 
as the money. Vision Resources needed to 
find a facility to produce the tiles, especial-
ly one that could house the enormous kiln 
needed to “fire” the clay tiles. VROCP board 
member Terry Davis, the owner/ CEO of Key-
stone Correctional Services,  a community 
correctional facility supporting individuals with opportunities 
for a second chance, had a solution. Terry Davis envisioned 
his business to be a facility where his clients would “learn 
skills for a new future” with fewer occurrences of recidivism; 
but the right opportunity had never presented itself until now. 
Terry had the space at his facility to start the production and 
he had the residents to perform the work.

The 5,500 pound kiln had to be moved from Philadelphia and this included the removal of a 
wall to accommodate the installation at Keystone Correctional. A 
VROCP supervisor had to be trained, along with some of the Key-
stone residents, and learn the entire production process. The first 
orders were fulfilled and shipped by the first of the year; quite an 
accomplishment!

It’s a win-win! This new business partnership will support both  
organizations and provide an innovative solution to assist with the 
needs of the individuals they serve.

VR Business Services can take residential, or business orders for tile, and our carpet and floor-
ing division can arrange installations. For more information please call Operations Supervisor, 
Scott Moyer at 717-238-2531.

Back in my elementary and even high school days, if 
I wanted to take notes in Braille, I had two choices. I 
could either carry my Perkins Braille writer. This was 
heavy, and the noise disturbed my classmates and 
teachers alike. My other option was to use a slate and 
stylus. This was light and quiet, but I had to punch out 
each individual dot. I know people who can do this 
very quickly, but I was never one of those people. 

As technology became more widely available, some 

very innovative people began to look for other  
options. The Braille ‘n’ Speak was developed in the 
late 1980s, and the note taker was born. It was about 
the size of a high-quality camera, and it had a Braille 
keyboard and very primitive speech. You could Braille 
your notes into it and print them or transfer them to 
a computer. As time passed, people found ways to 
get it to do more things such as email. Other compa-
nies got on the band wagon, and units with Braille  
displays as well as speech became available. The 
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VR Business Services custodial Division 
provides commercial cleaning services to 
local businesses and organizations. 

cuStoDiAL SeRViceS incLuDe:
t Carpet and Floor Maintenance 
t General Cleaning 
t Trash Collection Services 

VR Business Services brings a well trained 
staff with over 70 years of experience and 
knowledge of the most current floor care 
and cleaning techniques. Our Director of 
Custodial Services is ISSA I.C.E. Certified 
in CIMS and CIMS Green Building and is 
an ISSA Accredited Certification Trainer 
(one of 5 in our state) with over 45 years of  
experience in Custodial Management and 
Service. 

cARpet cLeAning SpeciALtieS:
t Vacuum
t Extract
t Rotary Extract
t Bonnet
t Encapsulate - the method recommended
 by most manufacturers 

FLooR cLeAning SpeciALtieS:
t Sweep or dry mop
t Wet mop
t Top scrub
t Total strip and apply finish
t Buff and burnish 

Vision Resources’ custodial Services uti-
lize all the latest equipment to clean your 

CUSTODIAL DIVISION

devices also got more sophisticated. They could do 
email, Internet, calendar and contact management, 
and even GPS. With time, we gained a lot more access 
to mainstream apps and capabilities, but we lost the 
convenience of having everything in one device.

Recently, though, these devices have gotten a face 
lift. There are now several devices that run Android, 
and there is even a device that runs Windows 10. 
Yes, they are more expensive than a mainstream  

device, but they provide convenience that a main-
stream device just can’t. Vision Resources has em-
phasized various touch screen devices, and we will 
continue to do so. With these new offerings from vari-
ous access technology companies, however, we will 
be able to offer people more options without sacrific-
ing functionality.

To learn more please contact Londa Peterson at 717-
238-2531, thanks!

ACCESS TECHNOLOGY:  What’s A Notetaker Anyway?  By Londa Peterson

ceramic tile, quarry tile, vinyl tile, asbes-
tos tile, cement, painted cement, terrazzo, 
raised access flooring systems, marble 
floor tiles, rubber flooring, linoleum or no 
wax flooring.

  empLoyment oppoRtunitieS

Custodial services provide employment  
opportunities for individuals who are blind, 
visually impaired or otherwise disabled. All 
crews are trained, supervised, bonded and 
insured; and offer quality, economical and 
reliable service. Crews are available five 
days a week from early morning through 
early evening. References are available 
upon request. 

VR Business Services provide trainings,  
excellent work locations, competitive pay, 
and major holidays off. Applicants must 
have a clean PSP criminal background 
check and be able to pass the client’s back-
ground check. Individuals with disabili-
ties should be capable of working indepen 
dently. To be considered for a custodial  
position or to learn more, please contact Jerry 
Cain, Director of Custodial & Lawn Care Ser-
vices at 717- 805-1164 or 717-238-2531.  

If you are a business interested in our staff 
cleaning your facility, Mr. Cain will be happy 
to come to your location and give you a free 
estimate for the services you are request-
ing. No job too small
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I know it’s not polite to point, so please for-
give me, I just like to give my views.

Now dog-gone it, being a dog I am allowed 
to say that, I think it is pretty cool that Vision 
Resources continues to be so “resource-
ful”. You may or may not know that the  
organization operates a division of busi-
nesses, called VR Business Services. 

VR Business Services include:
✪ Bulk mail services
✪ Commercial and residential carpet 

sales and installations
✪ A Production Department that:

◆ Assembles and packages products
◆ Warehouses and fulfills shipments
◆ Can provide commercial grade color 

or mono-chrome printing services
◆ Creates Braille documents

✪ Commercial Custodial services
Like those businesses are not enough to 
be proud of VR Business Services decid-
ed to get in some side revenue generators 
as sub-contractors, packaging and selling  
coffee-which isn’t my “cup of tea” but I hear 
it’s good, and making tiles for architectural 
and construction applications (Londa had 
to help me with those last four words). You 
can read more about the tile business in 
this newsletter.

So why am I howling about this stuff to you? 
Well there are two reasons, first, these 
businesses allow Vision Resources to pro-
vide training and employment for persons 
with disabilities. The businesses wouldn’t  
exist without our great employees. 

Second, the businesses generate about 
70% of the revenue that the organization 
uses to complete our mission. And let me 
tell you, that 70% would buy one heck of a 
lot of milk bones so you know it is doing a 
lot of good across the region.

Thank you for reading my contribution to the 
newsletter. If you would like to get your own 
view of our business operations, please call 
my friend Paul Zavinsky at 717-238-2531. 
Paul will give you a facility tour and he might 
even introduce you to ME, ARF!

    Your Pal,             
	 	 	 	 Nitro  
     xoxoxo

A Message from     
              NITRO

Vision Resources of central pennsylvania 
Executive Director, Danette Blank, received 
a donation from the mechanicsburg 
chamber of commerce following service 
as Charity of Choice for 2016. The check 
was presented by out-
going President Michael 
Giordano (center) and 
Executive Director, Jeff 
Palm.

C harity of Choice
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Please remember Vision Resources in your will.
Contact Paul Zavinsky if you would like to discuss this

planned giving option at 717-238-2531.

VROCP
Board of Directors

oFFiceRS
Laura Gargiulo, Esq.,  Chair

James Kroh, 1st Vice Chair
Lynne Ross, Treasurer

Cheryl Sakalosky, Secretary

BoARD memBeRS
Listed Alphabetically

Gregory Anoia, O.D.
Diane Barber
Anne Bednar 

Geoffrey Brent, M.D.
Dr. Wesley Britton

Sarah Clark
Terry Davis

Kimberley Frank, Esq.
Randy Knapp

Megan O’Leary
Jay Snyder

Baba C. A. Sontyana
Mark Totaro, MBA, Ph.D.

Pete VanZandt

Thanks to a grant from the Pennsylvania Vision Foundation, 
Vision Resources is able to offer eye exams and eyeglasses to 
any adult or child clients with limited financial means. The clinic 
operates several times each month and patients are seen by 
appointment only. All eye exams are conducted by a licensed 
optometrist at the Vision Resources eye clinic.

For appointment and eligibility information, call the eye clinic 
voice mailbox at 717-238-2531, ext. 325, and your call will 
be returned within a few business days. You can also email the 
clinic at eyeclinic@vrocp.org.

The Get Off the Couch Group visited the Carlisle 
Arts Center for a  tactile weaving event. This was 
made possible thanks to a grant from the Charles 
A. and Elizabeth Guy Holmes Foundation. This 
was the second visit to the Arts Center for the 
group and from what was reported everyone had 
a good time once again.

If you would like to learn  more about this Get Off 
the Couch Group please contact Vision Resourc-
es Executive Director, Danette Blank, via email at 
dblank@vrocp.org, or call 717-238-2531. 


